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SELDOM , RARELY 
CULTURE DIFFERENCES FOR ADULTS 


SENTENCE TRANSFORMATION FIRST 


NEGATIVE .... 


Frequency adverbs meaning ‘not very often’ 
Hardly ever, rarely, scarcely and seldom are frequency adverbs. 


We can use them to refer to things that almost never happen, or do 
not happen very often. 


They have a negative meaning. 


We use them without not. 


EXAMPLES 


He hardly ever smiles. 


Providing fresh food for dinner was rarely a 
problem. 


She scarcely saw her grandchildren. 


Griffin, the physics teacher, seldom shouted. 


SELDOM ,NEVER, RARELY , NOR 
ONLY 


Hardly and scarcely can mean ‘almost not at all’ or 
‘only just’. 


Hardly is much more common than scarcely, and scarcely 
Is more formal: 


Jen was so tired. She could scarcely keep her eyes open. 


| hardly know them. I’ve only met them once. 


NEUTRAL 


She hardly ever went on 
holiday. 


I had seldom seen so many 
people out on the streets. 


Things are rarely as bad as 


you think they’re going to be. 


FORMAL 


Hardly ever did she go on 
holiday. 


Seldom had | seen so many 
people out on the streets. 


Rarely are things as bad as 
you think they're going to 
be. 


dults 


Are tips at restaurants common where you lin 


much is a reasonable tip in your opinion? 


